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 GRADE EIGHT  HOLISTIC WRITING RUBRIC 

 the Ohio Graduation Test 

This is a superior piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed, and the response is effectively adapted to 
audience and purpose. It is exceptionally developed, containing compelling ideas, examples and details. The 
response, using a clearly evident organizational plan, actively engages the reader with a unified and coherent 
sequence and structure of ideas. The response consistently uses a variety of sentence structures, effective word 
choices and an engaging style.

This is an excellent piece of writing. The prompt is directly addressed and the response is clearly adapted to audi-
ence and purpose. It is very well-developed, containing strong ideas, examples and details. The response, using a 
clearly evident organizational plan, engages the reader with a unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. 
The response typically uses a variety of sentence structures, effective word choices and an engaging style.

This is an effective piece of writing. While the prompt is addressed and the response adapts to audience and pur-
pose, there are occasional inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. The response is well-developed, contain-
ing effective ideas, examples and details. The response, using a good organizational plan, presents the reader with 
a generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response often uses a variety of sentence 
structures, appropriate word choices and an effective style.

This is an adequate piece of writing. While the prompt is generally addressed and the response shows an awareness 
of audience and purpose, there are inconsistencies in the response’s overall plan. Although the response contains 
ideas, examples and details, they are repetitive, unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate. The response, 
using an acceptable organizational plan, presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and 
structure of ideas. The response occasionally uses a variety of sentence structures, appropriate word choices and an 
effective style.

This is a marginal piece of writing. While an attempt is made to address the prompt, the response shows at best an 
inconsistent awareness of audience and purpose. When ideas, examples and details are present, they are frequently 
repetitive, unevenly developed and occasionally inappropriate. The response, using a limited organizational plan, 
does not present the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. The response is 
exemplified by noticeable lapses in sentence structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style.

This is an inadequate piece of writing. There is a weak attempt made to address the prompt. The response shows 
little or no awareness of audience and purpose. There is little or no development of ideas, or the response is limited 
to paraphrasing the prompt. There is little or no evidence of organizational structure. The response is exemplified 
by severe lapses in sentence structure, use of appropriate word choices and a clear, readable style.  

The following are categories of papers that cannot be scored: off task (complete disregard for the writing task 
identified by the prompt), completely illegible, in a language other than English, or no response.

Rubric may be downloaded from:
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/proficiency/ogt/PDFs/OGT_6-point_Writing_Rubric_5-12-04.pdf 

Holistic rubrics provide a qualitative evaluation of student performance as a whole, and do not focus on individual 
points. This type of rubric uses a variety of criteria to determine a single score. The idea is to avoid grading an 
entire performance based on singular aspects (e.g., grammar or technique). Olympic judges provide holistic  
evaluations when assessing an athlete’s performance. Holistic scoring is quick and user-friendly, but it does not 
always provide students with enough feedback to help improve.
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