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Non - Fiction Fiction 

Fiction vs. Non-Fiction 
 
Name:  Date:  
Use the terms and phases listed below. All of the terms are characteristics of fiction, non-fiction, or 
both fiction and non-fiction. Write each term or phrase in the Venn Diagram below so that the 
characteristics are correctly positioned. 
    

An encyclopedia Has a main character Invention of the author(s) 
Has a setting Usual purpose: Inform Has a topic or subject area 

Facts Predict the future Usual purpose: Entertain 
Enjoyable to read Make-believe Researched by the author(s) 

Illustrations depict an event or a setting Illustrations help readers understand content 
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• An encyclopedia 
• Facts 
• Usual purpose: Inform 
• Has a topic or subject area 
• Illustrations help readers 

understand content 
• Researched by author(s) 

• Enjoyable to read 
• Predict the future 

• Has a setting 
• Has a main character 
• Usual purpose: Entertain 
• Make-believe 
• Invention of the author(s) 
• Illustrations depict an 

event or setting 

Non - Fiction 

Fiction vs. Non-Fiction Answer Key 
 
Name:  Date:  
Use the terms and phases listed below. All of the terms are characteristics of fiction, non-fiction, or 
both fiction and non-fiction. Write each term or phrase in the Venn Diagram below so that the 
characteristics are correctly positioned. 
    

An encyclopedia Has a main character Invention of the author(s) 
Has a setting Usual purpose: Inform Has a topic or subject area 

Facts Predict the future Usual purpose: Entertain 
Enjoyable to read Make-believe Researched by the author(s) 

Illustrations depict an event or a setting Illustrations help readers understand content 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accept answers that students can support. For example: Authors of historical and science fiction often 
spend many hours researching factual information. Some children may enjoy reading one type of text but 
not the other. Many texts, both fiction and non-fiction, never try to predict the future. Biographies and 
autobiographies have main characters. 
 

Fiction 


