
University Priorities 

Ohio University has recently announced that it is reviewing 
the suitability of the traditional residence of the President 
on the Athens campus. This appears to be driven by the 
appearance of some bats and an associated unfortunate 
injury to Deborah McDavis, the President's wife. It also 
appears that the Ohio University Foundation is on course to 
purchase a property from former Ohio University Alumni 
Board member John Wharton for $1.2 million to serve as a 
new residence. This house is far removed from campus. 

We feel strongly that this is very poor use of scarce 
resources. At a time when student debt is spinning out of 
control, and the funding of higher education is in crisis (a 
point emphasized recently by the Governor), it makes no 
sense to undertake such lavish expenditure. The Foundation 
exists to support scholarship and academic enrichment 
programs. We would suggest that this is the highest calling 
for $1.2 million. 
 
And in sharp contrast to the President's House (which was 
heavily renovated in 1995 and maintained since), student 
dorm rooms, classrooms, and faculty and staff offices 
suffer from problems such as very poor climate control, 
infestations of various insects and mold, and leaking roofs. 
In the School of Music, climate control is so poor that 
musical instruments (especially pianos) are continuously 
degraded. Science buildings are inadequately ventilated and 
suffer from serious safety issues. These problems have 
persisted for more than a decade for lack of funding. Yet a 



drastic and expensive allocation of precious University 
resources occurs without discussion when bats appear in a 
distinguished old house, because it affects the University 
president? 

The presence of the President on campus is also important 
for institutional morale; changing that long-standing 
arrangement at the very least merits careful discussion in 
the broad University community (including, in a 
meaningful way, students and faculty). No such discussion 
has occurred in Athens. 

We urge the Ohio University administration to reconsider 
this expenditure. Foundation funds, built over the years 
from the myriad donations of alumni and others should be 
directed toward pressing needs, not a new mansion for an 
already highly-compensated University administrator. 
	
  


