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Re: Brian Smith

Dear President Gonzalez:

We have received your December 12, 2025 “Notice of Intent to Terminate” and the
allegations that supposedly justify a “for cause” termination of Coach Smith. First, let me say
Brian Smith has done an exemplary job as Head Coach for OU and this has been repeatedly
reinforced by the University’s Athletic Director, various members of the Board of Trustees and a
host of other OU representatives. It is truly unfortunate that OU has elected

in reaching an erroneous conclusion that will undoubtedly
irreparably harm Coach Smith’s career. Indeed, due to these false allegations and the
University’s tacit support of the allegations it is likely he can never come back from this and his
career may well be over.

Turning to the reasons for classifying the termination as “for cause,” the University has
apparently elected to ignore or disregard that Coach Smith has due process rights as an employee
of OU and you have not even spoken with Coach Smith to learn the true facts relating to your
claimed grounds for terminating him as OU’s Head Football Coach. I will address each ground
in the order it is set forth in your December 12th letter.

First, Coach Smith didn’t participate in an extramarital affair and you know it. Coach
Smith and his now ex-wife were separated earlier this year, living apart and divorce proceedings
were well underway before he began dating anyone. Coach Smith did not hide the relationship,
and even his now ex-wife didn’t accuse him of engaging in an extramarital affair. Your claim
that he “carried” this on at the OU Inn is a bit misleading because as you know Coach Smith was
living at the Inn following his separation and divorce as he was searching for more permanent
housing. Coach Smith also never told AD Larscheid that had an affair at the OU Inn. Rather he
told the AD that he ran into parents while there with a 41-year-old woman he spent time with
after he broke off the relationship with the OU student.








